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A new home for the Player family is under construction 
at The Cliffs in South Carolina, USA. The fi rst to be built 

here, it’s a showcase for the rest of the development. 
By Scott Kauffman



 Issue four PLAYER 55

T

 Issue four PLAYER 55

here is a line in the Kevin 
Costner’s hit movie, Field 
of Dreams, that has today 
become the famous quote: 
‘If you build it, they will 

come.’ Here at The Cliffs in Mountain 
Park, Travellers Rest, South Carolina, 
where a new Gary Player-designed golf 
course is being built, a much-anticipated, 
new residence for the Player family is 
well under construction.
Most of the Gary Player Design team is 
also scheduled to move into Mountain 
Park this August – where the Group’s 
new North American headquarters will 
be situated in the nearby village.

The contemporary architecture to 
be found in the new Player residence 
mixes a touch of international African-
infl uenced fl avour with the strong local 
vernacular of the Carolina mountains. 
The approximately 2 000 m² home is 
considered to be a showcase and the 
fi rst of what is planned to be around 
100 Player-inspired custom homes at 
the exclusive 121 ha gated Gary Player 
Estates enclave inside Mountain Park.

Besides being the future home 
of both the Gary Player Group and 
members of the Player family, what 
makes this estate at Mountain Park so 
special is that it marks the offi cial debut 
of the Player Real Estate division. This 
new operating unit is also involved 
in the development and design of 
several other upscale, master-planned 
golf communities around the world, 
including Wildstone in Cranbrook, 
British Columbia, Canada, and Tubac 
de la Montana near Tucson, Arizona in 
the USA.

According to Ken Costanzo, 
president of Player Real Estate, the 
Players are looking forward to their new 
custom home at The Cliffs, a place Gary 
himself describes as the ‘Switzerland of 
America.’ Due to the couple’s extensive 
worldwide travels, the residence will 
also be used by Marc Player and his 
family and, says Costanzo: ‘From time 
to time we expect the Players will 
selectively make it available for our 
visiting clients from around the world.
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The idyllic setting of the property 
overlooks the Saluda River as well as 
the seventh green and fairway, and is 
actually adjacent to two other lots that 
have even more picturesque river and 
golf course views. An existing ravine 
that separates the Player estate from 
these adjacent lots is being transformed 
into a water feature that will cascade 
down the ravine and ultimately 
disappear into a stream. 

A natural stepping-stone pathway 
that winds among the trees and 
water, and eventually bridges over the 
ravine, will connect the Player family 
and friends to a wonderful outdoor 
entertainment area with a distinctly 
unique African boma.

Hermes Properties/Community 
Concepts, an Edwards, Colorado-based 
fi rm that specialises in the development 
and design of custom homes and custom 
enclaves, is responsible for planning the 
Player residence. Lead architect Tom 
Markalunas, who runs Community 
Concepts in Greenville, South Carolina, 
says the boma is one example of how 

Marc Player’s brief is integrating some 
of Player’s African heritage in the 
overall plan and style of both the Player 
residence and estate as a whole.

Markalunas, whose fi rm has 
worked on high-end private golf course 
communities such as Cordillera and 
Red Sky Ranch & Golf Club (both 
in Colorado’s Vail Valley), as well as 
Falls South and Walnut Cove in The 
Cliffs’ communities, says it was an 
interesting challenge to create a home 
that was sophisticated in its style and 
contemporary in architecture, while at 
the same time incorporating African 
infl uences and the traditional materials 
you might expect in a mountain setting.

Marc has been very clear about what 
he wants and how it should look and 
feel.  ‘What we’re trying to do is to blend 
it all with the natural surroundings,’ 
Markalunas explains. ‘It’s just a style 
that’s a little bit different. And there are 
materials you’re probably going to fi nd 
in houses that are very traditional, like in 
the Adirondack mountains. But we’re a 
little bit non-traditional.’ ■ 

 The approximately 2 000m2 home is the 
fi rst of what is planned to be around 100 
Player-inspired custom homes.
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MOUNTAIN PARK − THE 
ULTIMATE VISION
With the Gary Player Estates taking 
shape, next up for the Player Real 
Estate division at Mountain Park are 
the Player Cottages.

The estimated 20 Player-
branded cottages will vary in 
size from 158 m² to 213 m² with 
distinctive architectural styles. 
Owners will have the unique option 
of purchasing a package for 
their cottage, which will include 
professional furnishings and fi nishes 
developed by Player Real Estate. 

Like the Gary Player Estates, 
Player Real Estate will have a 
hand in the land planning and 
architectural styling in the village 
area sections where the Gary 
Player Cottages will be located.

Overall, Mountain Park calls 
for only 1 500 homes within the 
more than 2 000 ha property, 
which includes just over 500 ha 
of preserved parkland and open 
space connected by a managed 
trail system, as well as botanical 
gardens created by Clemson 
University, a 4 ha organic farm 
and the more than 2 ha Centre 
for Environmental Golf Research, 
a ‘fi rst of its kind’ joint venture 
with Clemson that will focus 
on environmentally-enhancing, 
eco-related golf course and 
green space management and 
maintenance practices.
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